Biphasic occurrence of delayed ischemia after early aneurysm surgery. Case report.
An unusual case of delayed ischemia following rupture of an aneurysm of the left internal carotid artery is reported. Symptoms occurred twice after clipping the aneurysm and removing most of the subarachnoid blood on the left side the day after subarachnoid hemorrhage (SAH). Initial ischemia due to vasospasm occurred on the left side of the brain on the 8th day after SAH and responded favorably to induced hypervolemia. After complete recovery, a second episode due to vasospasm occurred on the 16th day after SAH on the right side of the brain from which the subarachnoid blood had not been removed. This caused a massive lesion and permanent severe neurological deficits. This case suggests that removal of subarachnoid blood may affect the severity and time course of vasospasm, and emphasizes the necessity of extensive removal of subarachnoid blood for prevention of severe delayed ischemic symptoms.